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future use of reckless and excessive force 
against U.S. vessels or aircraft that may en-
gage in memorial activities or peaceful pro-
test north of Cuba. Therefore, in accordance 
with section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con-
tinuing the national emergency with respect 
to Cuba and the emergency authority relat-
ing to the regulation of the anchorage and 
movement of vessels set out in Proclamation 
6867. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
February 27, 2003. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:34 p.m., February 27, 2003] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on February 28.

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Cuba 
February 27, 2003

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that 
the emergency declared with respect to the 
Government of Cuba’s destruction of two un-
armed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in 
international airspace north of Cuba on Feb-
ruary 24, 1996, is to continue in effect be-
yond March 1, 2003, to the Federal Register 
for publication. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
February 27, 2003.

Remarks to Department of 
Homeland Security Employees 
February 28, 2003

Thanks for the warm welcome. It is an 
honor for me to speak to the men and women 
who go to work every day and every night 
to protect our great country. Since the day 
this Nation was attacked, you have been on 
the frontlines on the war against terror. 
You’ve worked hard under urgent and some-
times incredibly difficult circumstances. 
America is really grateful. 

Tomorrow marks an historic day for our 
Government and for our country. Around 
170,000 people from more than 20 Federal 
agencies will officially join the new Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, creating a more 
effective, organized, and united defense of 
our homeland. Every member of this new 
Department accepts an essential mission to 
prevent another terrorist attack. Yours is a 
vital and important step in reorganizing our 
Government to meet the threats of a new 
era as we continue the work of securing this 
country. 

I picked a good man to be the first Cabinet 
Secretary of this new Department, a man 
who’s got courage to lead, a man who speaks 
clearly about our goals, a man who under-
stands accountability, and I appreciate my 
friend Tom Ridge for serving in this capacity. 

I want to thank other members of my Cab-
inet who are here for this historic announce-
ment: Attorney General John Ashcroft—Mr. 
General, thank you for coming. Ann 
Veneman of the Department of Agriculture 
is with us today. Norm Mineta—Norm just 
got out of the hospital. Norm did an incred-
ible job on the Transportation Security Agen-
cy. He was given a task that a lot of people 
thought would—the Department of Trans-
portation could never accomplish. And 
thanks to his leadership and his team, he did 
a fabulous job. You’re looking pretty darn 
good to me, by the way. 

Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton, hon-
ored she is with us today. I appreciate so 
very much Sam Bodman, the Deputy Sec-
retary of Commerce, being with us. Admiral 
James Loy, who is the Under Secretary of 
the Department of Transportation, is with us. 
Thank you for coming. Janet Hale, the Under 
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